Responsibility:  Candidate Place in portfolio

Candidate:____________________     School:  ____________________

FOCUS SHEET FOR FIELD EXPERIENCE OBSERVATIONS
Directions:  Fill out one of these forms for each classroom you observe.  It is very possible that you will see more than one thing under each category.  In the margin by each activity you observe, make brief comments that will assist you in reflection and implementation of strategies.

School_____________________  Date & Time _______________Observed Teacher ________________

Subject/Activity Overview:

Instructional Orientation

Direct Instruction entire class _______________________________________________

Direct instruction small group ______________________________________________

Team teaching __________________________________________________________

Individual tutoring _______________________________________________________

Work centers ____________________________________________________________

Pairs/small groups ________________________________________________________

Instructional Strategies

Integration of subject areas _________________________________________________

Factual questions _________________________________________________________

Higher-level questioning strategies ___________________________________________

Instructional oriented feedback ______________________________________________

Graphic organizers ________________________________________________________

Teacher demonstration _____________________________________________________

Teacher as facilitator ______________________________________________________

Lecture _________________________________________________________________

Problem Based Learning ___________________________________________________

Student Activities

Independent seatwork _____________________________________________________

Sustained reading ________________________________________________________

Sustained writing ________________________________________________________

Students using manipulatives _______________________________________________

Independent inquiry/research _______________________________________________

Student led demonstration __________________________________________________

Student led discussion _____________________________________________________

Use of Technology

Computers for instructional delivery __________________________________________

Computers as a learning tool/resource ________________________________________

Use of projection device ___________________________________________________

Use of calculators or other technology other than computers _______________________

Assessment

Traditional paper/pencil _______________________________________________________

Portfolios/student product _____________________________________________________

Rubrics/student performance __________________________________________________

Student self assessment:  learning logs __________________________________________

Student self assessment:  checklist ______________________________________________

Classroom Management

Posted rules _________________________________________________________________

Established classroom procedures _______________________________________________

Smooth transitions ____________________________________________________________

Evidence of an effective discipline plan ____________________________________________

Evidence of pre-established schedule _____________________________________________

Teacher speaking in a positive manner ____________________________________________

Disciplinary action needed ______________________________________________________

Efficient use of time ___________________________________________________________

Classroom interruptions ________________________________________________________

Classroom Atmosphere

Students enthusiastic/interested _________________________________________________

Students on task _____________________________________________________________

Students know routines ________________________________________________________

Shared responsibility __________________________________________________________

Learning Environment

Academic student work samples displayed _________________________________________

Educational bulletin boards displayed _____________________________________________

Current information posted _____________________________________________________

Free of extraneous material _____________________________________________________

Organized for learning _________________________________________________________

Physically safe _______________________________________________________________

The field experience in a culturally and socio-economically different school from your home school should focus on the following.  The candidate should address these in writing and include in their portfolio.

1. What are the similarities:

2. What are the differences?

3.  How would this impact my lesson planning?

